
Some Functions of the Mature 
Frontal Lobe*
1)  Can think of alternatives
2)  Is aware of consequences
3)  Can plan ahead
4)  Has self-control
5)  Express empathy
6)  Can reason and think  critically

* The Frontal Lobe is the final part of the cortex to mature, this matura-
tion occuring between the years 14 to 31 years of age.

Classic Responses to 
“(Mis)behaviors”
1)  Use your words
2)  What will happen if you hit
3)  What can you do next time
4)  Keep your hands to yourself
5)  Say you’re sorry
6)  Time out to think about it

Reinterpreting (Mis)behavior through Understanding 
Children’s Brain Development

Functions    Thoughts*
       
Intending    “I’m going to . . .”
Organizing    “You get the bucket, I’ll get the . . .”
Visualizing    “I think we need . . .”
Decoding Meaning   “Come look at this!”

Spurring Cortex into   “Hmmm, I need . . .”
  Action  
Remembering    “Yesterday, we . . .”
Relating     “Aren’t you glad you’re my 
              friend?”
Generating Emotions   “Yea, Wow!”
     Clapping hands.
Signaling Hunger    “Is it snack-time, yet?”

Attending / Being Aware   “I can’t find my dad?’
     “I want my momma.”
        
Engaging in Fight or Flight “Run!”
     “I’m going to hit you!”
     “He hit me back!”
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